
Seeking solutions to 

invasive species… 

Carpet burweed 

search, D’Arcy Island 

Carpet Burweed: 
  What is it? &  

Why is it a problem? 



A small plant… 

…that shows up early… 



Photo and toe, Dr. Kerry Harrington, Massey University, Palmerston North, 

New Zealand 

…and has sharp seeds!   

Ouch! 



Thetis Lake Regional Park, 

March 30, 2005 

It forms a dense carpet and creates bare 

areas by smothering other plants 

“It grows wonderfully well in close-mown grass and is 

an absolute curse in parks and home lawns because of 

the long spine on its fruits which stick, painfully, into the 

soles of bare feet…. If you have half a chance, do get 

rid of this species ASAP. Here in NZ we call it 

Onehunga weed, named after the suburb of Auckland 

where it was first found.”  

Dr. Ian Popay, New Zealand   



Carpet burweed dies back in summer 

leaving large bare areas – perfect for 

further growth in the fall. 

Thetis Lake Regional Park 



Flowers appear from February to July 

depending on temperature 



Seeds develop as the plant dries 



Seeds develop in the axils of leaves 

and at branching points in addition to at 

the root crowns 



Seeds have stiff spines 

C.J. Webb, 1986, NZ Journal of Botany, Vol. 24: 665-669 



Seeds from a 

greenhouse 

grown plant from 

Beacon Hill Park 

– approximately 

115 seeds from 

one plant. 

Photo by Fred Hook, City of Victoria 



Came to California 

prior to 1836 from 

South America, 

possibly in hides.  

First described from 

Chile in 1794.  

Named after Dr. 

Salvador Soliva, 

18th century 

physician to the 

Spanish Court. 



http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SOSE2 

Found on our doorstep 



Widely distributed 

in California in 

areas of similar 

climate. 



Also found in 

Australia, New 

Zealand and a 

host of other 

countries 



Victoria and 

Southern Gulf 

Islands 

West Coast 

Central VI 

Cortez Isl. 

Tsawwassen 

Spread of Carpet Burweed 



Victoria and Gulf Island 

Sites 

Ruckle Provincial Park 1996 - 2006 

Beacon Hill Park (City of Victoria) 2005 & 2006 

Thetis Lake Regional Park (CRD) 2005 & 2006 

Cowichan River Provincial Park 2005 & 2006 

D’Arcy Island, Gulf Islands NP 2005 & 2006 

Uplands Park (Municipality of Oak Bay) 2006 

Beachcomber RV 2006 

Thetis Lake RV and Campground 2006 

Victoria West KOA 2006 

Island View Beach Tent and RV Campground 2006 



West Coast Sites 

Tofino Bella Pacifica 2006 

Jordan River Campground (WFP) 2006 

Sooke River RV 2006 

Sunny Shores RV & Marina, Sooke 2006 

Ucluelet Campground 2006 

French Beach Provincial Park 2005 & 2006 



Central VI Sites 

Rathtrevor Provincial Park 2005 & 2006 

Big Tent RV Parksville 2006 

Living Forest Campground Nanaimo 2006 

Westwood Lake Campground Nanaimo 2006 

Coombs Country Campground 2006 



Cortez Island Site 

Smelt Bay Provincial Park 2006 

Tsawwassen Site 

Parkcanada RV 2006 

23 Sites in all (that we know 

of) 



Appears to be moved long 

distances on the floors of tents. 



For shorter distances it may be moved 

on the boots of hikers… 



…or on the tires of mowers… 



…or on the feet and in the fur of 

animals… 



… or with recreational vehicles. 



Treatments that have been applied in 

Canada 



Searching is a big part of treatment 



All of us looking and this is what we 

found! 



Burning has been widely used 

Photo by Adolf Ceska 



Some sites have been extensively 

burned 



I am the proud owner of two torches, 

regulators and hoses and four propane 

bottles. 



Carpet burweed burner used at Beacon 

Hill Park by the City of Victoria  

Photo by Fred Hook, City of Victoria 



Herbicides were tried at Ruckle in the 

past 



As was the Waipuna hot water and 

foam system 



Waipuna treated area 



Waipuna treated area 



Waipuna treated area 



There are lots of places where 

burweed could establish that 

would be very unpleasant. 

Imagine big brown patches on this golf 

course… 



…or on this lawn…  



…or this lawn…  



…or this rugby field…  



…or the grassy area above this beach. 



Failure to seek out and destroy 

burweed now will lead eventually 

to burweed in all of these 

locations with a cost to manage 

it many times greater than the 

cost now to get it under control.  



Burweed first noted in Rathtrevor in 

2005 



Major areas were the walk-in area and 

the group area. 



Burweed found outside the fences, 

2007… 



…and 2008 



Found again in 2012… 



Also in 2013… 



Questions? 

Sidney Spit, Gulf Islands 

National  Park 

Could it show up here? – I 

don’t know why not! 


