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Objectives 

¾ Knotweed status in the 

county 

¾ Understand how knotweed 

biology/lifecycle affects 

control choices 

¾ Review treatment methods 

¾ Recognize steps to 

implement larger scale 

projects 
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Knotweed in King County, Washington 

¾ Hybrid Bohemian knotweed most 
common but also have some Japanese 
and giant knotweed 

¾ Introduced in early 1900ôs as ornamental 

¾ Naturalized by the 1960ôs 

¾ Widespread, urban to rural, coast to 
foothills 
¾ Heaviest concentrations found along 

riparian corridors and road rights-of-way 

¾ Also in residential gardens, commercial 
lots, vacant properties, wetlands, rural 
lands, etc. 

¾ Class B Noxious Weed in Washington 
State 
¾ Control is not required in King County 
except for areas where weôve controlled 
most of it: 
¾ Upper and middle Green River and Cedar 

River upstream of City of Renton 

¾ Too widespread to be regulated 
elsewhere but we provide technical 
assistance and support where possible 
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Knotweed infesting a remote area on the upper Skykomish River 

Knotweed 
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Knotweed growth and 

reproduction 



Spring and Early Summer is all About 

Upward Growth 
¾ Starts growth in April, later 

in colder areas 

¾ Stems from deeply buried 
roots may emerge in late 
summer 

¾ Grows extremely fast during 
the spring, uses root 
reserves 

¸ Giant knotweed can reach 
15 feet by late June 

¸ Bohemian knotweed 
reaches ñonlyò 12 feet or so 

¾ Roots can spread 20 feet 
from the parent plant and 
go 7 feet down into the soil  

Young giant knotweed stems 
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When knotweed is cut or damaged, it vigorously and rapidly re-sprouts from 

latent buds on root crowns and rhizomes 


